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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 004199 
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TAGS: SOPN, SW 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE - ALLEGED NEAR MISS OVER BALTIC 
JANUARY 5 

1 . FOLLOWING GUIDANCE APPROVED FOR USE BY DOD PRESS 
SPOKESMAN ON IF ASKED BASIS. EMBASSY SHOULD NOT 
VOLUNTEER INFORMATI04 BUT MAY UTILIZE TO RESPOND TO 
PRESS QUERIES. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE US AIR FORCE DID IN FACT OPERATE AN 
AIRCRAFT OVER THE BALTIC SEA ON 5 JANUARY 1977. THE 
AIRCRAFT WAS INVOLVED IN ROUTINE FLIGHT OPERATIONS IN 
INTERNATIONAL AIRSPACE IN ACCORDANCE WITH CURRENT 
INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT DIRECTIVES. THE AIRCRAFT DID NOT 
VIOLATE INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT RULES NOR THE AIRSPACE OF 
ANY SOVEREIGN NATION BORDERING THE BALTIC SEA. THE CREW 
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OF THE US AIRCRAFT HAD THE SOVIET AIRLINER IN SIGHT FOR 
SOME 15-20 NM AND DID NOT CONSIDER THE SITUATION HAZARD- 
OUS. THE US AIRCRAFT INITIATED A SLIGHT CLIMB TO 
INSURE POSITIVE SEPARATION. 

3. Q: WHERE DID THE AIRCRAFT COME FROM? 

A: THE AIRCRAFT LAUNCHED FROM THE UK. 
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Q: WHAT WAS THE MISSION OF THE AIRCRAFT? 

A: THE AIRCRAFT WAS INVOLVED IN A ROUTINE SURVEILLANCE 
MISSION. 

Q:WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THE AIRCRAFT? 

A: IT IS MILITARY VERSION OF THE BOEING 707 EQUIPPED 
FOR RECONNAISSANCE OPERATIONS. END TEXT. 

4. GUIDANCE CONTAINED PARA 3 PREPARED FOR USE ONLY IF 
PRESSED AND IN RESPONSE TO SPECIFIC NEWS MEDIA QUESTIONS. 
EMBASSY SHOULD TREAT ACCORDINGLY. 
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SPOKESMAN ON IF ASKED BASIS. EMBASSY SHOULD NOT 
VOLUNTEER INF0RMATI04 BUT MAY UTILIZE TO RESPOND TO 
PRESS QUERIES. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE US AIR FORCE DID IN FACT OPERATE AN 
AIRCRAFT OVER THE BALTIC SEA ON 5 JANUARY 1977. THE 
AIRCRAFT WAS INVOLVED IN ROUTINE FLIGHT OPERATIONS IN 
INTERNATIONAL AIRSPACE IN ACCORDANCE WITH CURRENT 
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INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT DIRECTIVES. THE AIRCRAFT DID NOT 
VIOLATE INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT RULES NOR THE AIRSPACE OF 
ANY SOVEREIGN NATION BORDERING THE BALTIC SEA. THE CREW 
OF THE US AIRCRAFT HAD THE SOVIET AIRLINER IN SIGHT FOR 
SOME 15-20 NM AND DID NOT CONSIDER THE SITUATION HAZARD- 
OUS. THE US AIRCRAFT INITIATED A SLIGHT CLIMB TO 
INSURE POSITIVE SEPARATION. 

3. Q: WHERE DID THE AIRCRAFT COME FROM? 

A: THE AIRCRAFT LAUNCHED FROM THE UK. 

Q: WHAT WAS THE MISSION OF THE AIRCRAFT? 

A: THE AIRCRAFT WAS INVOLVED IN A ROUTINE SURVEILLANCE 
MISSION. 

Q:WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THE AIRCRAFT? 

A: IT IS MILITARY VERSION OF THE BOEING 707 EQUIPPED 
FOR RECONNAISSANCE OPERATIONS. END TEXT. 

4. GUIDANCE CONTAINED PARA 3 PREPARED FOR USE ONLY IF 
PRESSED AND IN RESPONSE TO SPECIFIC NEWS MEDIA QUESTIONS. 
EMBASSY SHOULD TREAT ACCORDINGLY. 

KISSINGER 
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